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Chapter 1: Prehistoric India / 98I d8T % #Rd

l. Introduction to Prehistory / 9Tl dg&T He& hlel &I T T

o
01 Paleolithic Period - Z million
‘ ' BC-10,000 BC
02 Mesolithic Period - 10,000
BC - 8000 BC
Pl‘EhIStDI'lC 03 Neolithic Period - 8000
Cultures BC - 4000 BC

in India

Chalcolithic Period - 4000
s’ 04 BC - 1500 BC
'T [ Iron Age - 1500 BC to 600 BC l
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e Prehistoric periodrefers to the time before written records. Knowledge comes from
archaeologicalsites,tools, fossils, paintings, and remains.
I TET HhehldgaHTgols of Tcl3l I | ALl TIISTGROTNangal, =& 3R
HIANY gTeaRdTR |

e Branchesof Prehistory / e TgT Hehehlel i ATEIT:
@ Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) / ITYTOT Slel (AT AT JI])
@ Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age) / 9T ITNTOT &Il (LT TeaX )
@ Neolithic (New Stone Age) / FIUTITOT SHlel (AT T2 7))
@ Chalcolithic (Stone-Copper Age) / ATHYTNTUT ahlel (TW—H'I@' T J7T)

@ Iron Age / g g7

Il. Paleolithic Age (Old Stone Age)
QTSTOT &hTel (2T YT )

e Chronology / @TelshH:
Roughly 500,000 BCE-10,000 BCE (varies by region)
ST 5,00,000 SET 99 F0,000 SHTYG, FOTHIAGR 8o )

o Features/ IAVATE
@ Humansusedunpolished, roughstone tools.

HAYT o 3avey HRACTU S SURLUNh3uNeT
HT|
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@ Lived in caves and open sites, relied on hunting, fishing, gathering.

P13 ¢ ﬁ?@ﬁmﬂa’r:ﬁrwﬁ 3, YRR, ASC Thsal IR HIALE W AW I
o No agrlculture or domestication.

& ¥ T GRYTeIl HT Al 6T
o Mastered use of fire (provided warmth, cooking, securlty)

31ET & 39TeT {9 wm(mm 3R geem & )|

Divisions / 9417T: Lower, Middle, Upper Paleolithic
@ Lower Paleolithic: Earliest hand axes, cleavers (Soan Valley, Belan Valley, Narmada Valley)

YR ¥k JI: I TR §UlS, § YAR (&1 ©Iel, dfel °rél, A T 6red)
@ Middle Paleolithic: Flake tools, scrapers — more refined.
HET JI: G2 & B, TR — STl A
@ Upper Paleolithic: Blade tools, bone implements; first evidence of art (Bhimbetka cave

paintings).
3T I solg 3G, o 3YHIUT; hell & YHIUT ( HAGCHT ITHT
o Sites /U Soan (Paklstgﬁ)gTBhlmbetka (MP), Kurnqo%cﬁr(AP) Hu(nsgl (Karnataka), ch)jwana
(Rajasthan)

T3 (U1 hEATA), HAGCH (AET US), Fofel  (3HTeTy YeRD), GO (FeAle &), LGl (JeTETeA)

a

. Most Paleolithic sites found near rivers and rock shelters.

37 €HIRT UIYIOT T & EUT of & 3R Tl T FRETl alel TU! & I 91T Sl g |
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lll. Mesolithic Age (Middle Stone Age) / =131 9TYTUT &hlel (AET YA IJ))

Chronology / chlcichH:
c. 10,000 BCE - 4,000 BCE

SaTsaT 10,000 $6T 99 & 4,000 8T Iq
Features / d¥dTy:

@ Introductionof smaller, sharper tools called
“microliths”.
oI, dol 3UMIT (“HTSsh FY”) T TN R
@ Increasingreliance on hunting, fishing, gatherlng
with earlysigns of domestication.
PR, AGNUSRSA 3R FILE T dgdl TR o e
WRYTTARIR 3k Hehoxd |
@ First evidence of semi- permanent settlements,
burials,andmore complex art.
3 TR REaE 3 aF THe PR AR S <o Fel &
ggel HTT|

e Sites/ FFH'EQTFQW:Bagor (Rajasthan), Adamgarh (MP), Langhnaj (Gujarat), Bhimbetka, Sarai Nahar
Rai (UP)
SN @TSTEATT ) HIGHIG FEAYS FE oATeT o] IcT), HANCH, FUTAERIT FT )
PYQFocus:

@ Bagor (Rajasthan): Largest Mesolithic site in India (also cattle domestication)
(TSTEYT): AR T HIH F3T 9T UINIT FAT (YUTeleT T 31T gaATOT)
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e Microliths: Small, sharp tools typical of this era.

ASH! oI 38 JI] & BIC, dof 3T

IV. Neolithic Age (New Stone Age) /sTTITITOT el (AT T2 J7T)

Chronology / hTclshH:
c. 7000 BCE - 1000 BCE
oTeTaT 7000 ST 99 & 1000 $&T 9g

Features / asivam:

@ Transition from hunting-gathering to settled

agriculture and animal domestication.
PR N FI5E § TARN F ¥ U gR[qTelad

9 Idddd |

@ Polished and shaped stone tools (axes, adzes,
blades).
g7 ofe7 T gU 3R §o1 8T 2R & 3HER (3
gEdT, solg)| >

@ Pottery production begins — handmade and
wheel-thrown types.

A & ddel  Selodl QTINEFU g&d o Ad
Y &d1T 91U
@ First village farming communities, domesticated cattle, sheep, goats.

e AET F ¥ TG T A (T (T, 63, T
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Major Sites / T TJe:

Mehrgarh (Baluchistan, Pakistan), Burzahom (Kashmir), Hallur, Brahmagiri (Karnataka), Chirand

(Bihar), Paiyampalli (Tamil Nadu) .

AEWIE (U7 HEA), TeoeH (FHR), &I, SEH T T (FeAle &), Wia ( 98R), RAATeel (d Helg)
Economy / 3T & a1 d g 4T:

Farming (wheat, barley, rice, millets), animal husbandry

& ¥ (MG, SN, A, SToRT), T

Society & Culture / GATS Td 8 o
Social stratification emerged; burial practices; early religion symbols
AIfATSTh TR T Tl G, 1 TA FHGHPR B T &; 3R 7F g7 F Tclish

V. Chalcolithic Age (Copper-Stone Age) / JTHITSTUT &hTel (TcR-cTs &l d7)

Chronology / hlclshH:
c. 3000 BCE - 1500 BCE
aTsaT 3000 38T qg & 1500 S4T 9q,

Features / asiodm:

® Copper tools and weapons appeared along with stone tools.
& SR 9 § YIR, e & ISR & 1Y 9I6T # AT
@ Early metallurgy (metal working began). ~
Ul UTqPH (U ¢ FAT R)|

QD9
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o V|IIage settlements with agriculture, crafts, and expanding trade.
AHIOT 9Eql, & W, g8 Uod J SAIN|

o |mportant Cultures / Hg<qu] JIdT:
Ahar-Banas (Rajasthan), Malwa (MP), Jorwe (Maharashtra),
Black & Red Ware Culture

T AT g e e g )

® Sites / IHYEIA
Ahar, G|Iund Dalmabad Inamgaon
31ER, el 3 CHTSICSATHING

® Significance / #gca:
Urbanization and metal use before Vedic times
d g I ¥ qg IR TG U 3TANT HT Heed
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VL. Iron Age & Early Historical Period/
olg JI[ Td YN b T 8T Heh i

Chronology / dIeishH: cC.
1200 BCE onwards

ST 1200 34T 9q q
3T

[ J Y.
Fea&JW?d/es%Q:rgggg'ron use for tools and weapons

SR 3R & YIRT # $RYE ollg & gAET

@ Rise of kingdoms, early states, and urban
centres
AZ AT

@ Overlap withLateVedicperiod
3G Gohdhlel o ATIHA
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Points to Remember

Topic/ a5 Key Facts / 4G d2d Sites/Notes / TI/CTippUil
Paleolithic Age / 9TdToT Soan Valley, Bhimbetka,
FroT c. 500,000 BCE - 10,000 BCE
Narmada
MesolithicAge / =1dTg Bagor (RJ), Adamgarh (MP),
Microliths
Neolithic Age / sTa4TTOT Mehrgarh, Burzahom, Hallur,
FTeT c. 7000 BCE - 1000 BCE
Chirand
Chalcolithic Age / Ahar-Banas, Malwa, Jorwe
cultures
A
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Iron Age / &g T

c. 1200 BCE onwards

Iron tools, Early kingdoms rise

Important Tools / #gcdq0
3YhIUT

Axes, Cleavers, Microliths

HIATTHR 3T T T

Pottery Types / #£HIUS
EEIES

Handmade, Black & Red Ware

dTHYTYIOT &If H aE&]

Key Innovation / 9%
GELSIES

Fire, Farming, Domestication,

Metal Use

AGTAYY] U @l & Tew
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