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.,y}/,Degorted Foreigners 4

'/In News: =
Between April 1, 2023, and March 31, 2024, a total of 2,331 foreignﬂwere deported from India by the
5 Foreigners Regional Registration Officers (FRROs).—% [MHA:]
Top Countries of Origin for Deportees: =

° ‘ Nigeria:!1,470 deportations ¥

e | Bangladesh: 411 deportations
e | Uganda: 78 deportations

iy Foreign Visitors to India (2023-24):
- Total Visitors: 98 lakh foreigners visited India during this period.

- Top Countries of Origin for Visitors:
_=¥| Bangladesh:(21,08,734 visitors
- United States: 17,37,549 visitors
- United Kingdom: 9,86,954 visitors

/2-DG CRPF

AL DN

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) H'Sq

Pre-ind a o-u:wao(&ovm L%P
Representative’s Police)

Post Independence: 1949
/ became Centrol Reserve Pobco
'// : Qrowd oonuol riot counter
milhong/nnsu e perations, etc.

CRPF is the principle central police
force ror interncal security

v

‘/ New Appointment{ayanendra Pratap Singh)appointed as Director General (D-G) of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF), replacing Vitul Kumar.

}/Approval: Appointment cleared by the| Appointments Committee of the Cabineﬂ

N,
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In News:

—_r-is se ommission three major platforms: /‘_L-,
Vagsheer mnd last Scorpene-class submarine.
o Surat — Fourtirand last Project-15B stealth destroyer.
o Nilgiri — Lead ship of the Project-17A stealth frigates.
This commissioning marks a historic milestone in India's naval capability. It showcases rapid progress in

indigenous warship design and construction. Reinforces India’s position as a global leader in defense {
manufacturing.

GAL.‘n L\Ak‘a’)
.'/[I—I:ngect 75 (P-75)'3/7 (N.\/-

® One of two submarine construction lines under India’s 1999 plan for indigenous submarine building;
the other line is P-751.%~

§/ Involves fﬂmoloﬁgy transfer|from French company Naval Group (formerly DCNS) to Mazagon Dock
Limited (MDL).&

e Aimed at building advanced submarines in India with overseas expertise.

Submarines und @

2 CommlsswnedﬂNS Kalvari, INS Khanderi, INS Karanj, INS Vela, INS Vagﬂ

S 2 Sixth and last submarine of the P-75 series.
o Named aft a deep-sea predator of the Indian Ocean.

eme————eeeesssssss

Features of Vagsheer:

) &
o TypelDiesel-electric attack submarine]
® Role: Sea denial and access denial warfare against adversaries.




L e Equipped with a C303(Htorpedo countermeasur:e systtrm\
e Armament: ?
Up to 18 torpedoes or Exocet anti-ship missiles.
O Option to carry 30 mines in place of torpedoes.

e Stealth capabilities: @
‘/ o Advanced acoustic absorption techniques.
o Low radiated noise levels.
Hydro-dynamically optimized shape.
o Can Iaunclﬁecision-guided weaptﬁ for crippling attacks underwater or on surface.

4

4) Nitrate Contamination‘
i .‘ “-’ » ”.;:v;.t':";; : : :‘ i \-r‘- B g N

In News:
Excessive Nitrate in Groundwater (India, 2023):

Y 4 440 districts report excessive nitrate levels in groundwater (l from 359 districts in 2017).
Health Hazard: Particularly dangerous for young children; contributes to environmental toxicity.
‘/ Extent;;G% of India’s districts haveﬂate levels exceeding 45 mg/liter (safe limit).
° Regionsmjasthan, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadulreported the highest levels of nitrate contamination,
with 49%, 48%, and 37%, respectively, of their samples exceeding safe limits.
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nfluence of Monsoon on Nitrate(NO3=) Levels: Monsoon raln nitrate levels in
groundwater, with 30.77% of samples being contaminated before the monsoon and 32.66% after the
rainy season.
Concern: High nitrate levels in drinking water are associated wit methemogloblnemla or "blue baby i

syndromel a condition that affects the ability of blood to carrx oxxgen
4 e

===

4 .
n
‘/{ﬁ)ISE+ Report | —> @

HIGH ATTRITION
gﬁ:ﬁ (E)'f‘;g:anl‘f('i‘dts'f:tgghool) Tgl’r“A‘IéfallElg'? L
Foundational - 415
(Nursery to I1)
Preparatory (I11V) [A) l _2023-24 X TR ]
middte viviny [IERY |! -2022:23 PR
secondary (1x-Xi1) [N 2021-22 EEEIEPIEM

vl 2644cr

\

. 2019-20
Girls 1
Minorities [ 20 2018-19 B
ol 45) | Average total enrolment for
sc I 18 2018-19 to 2021-22is 26.36 cr
@ ST 9.9 Source: UDISE+report
In News:

& Total Student Enroliment (2023-24) m @ @ -
e Change from 2018-19: Decrease of 1.22 crore students|(6% decline)} (both boys & Girls)
Y 4 States likg Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Maharash@y significant drops in enrollment:

9, Source: Unified District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) report by the Ministry of
e} — ——
Education.
¥ System Coverage: Records data from 60+ fields for each student.

‘/ Aadhaar Numbers: Collected voluntarily for identification purposes.
—————

@JDISB System Enhancements::

tz
¥ ® |Unique Educational ID (Eﬁ\ Created for every student to track and verify student and teacher

credentials. \ | o~

z
e Purpose: e

Prevent duplicate or{ghost entries.
Ensure accurate identification for government benefit transfers.
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'/.[Sangita Kalanidhi Award

T M KRISHNA

Iﬂ! Sangita Kalanidhi
& NEENA PRASAD

-Received Nritya Kalanidhi Award

In News: @/ - ’
' >~ lndlic (9
° Award:‘ T.M. Krishna&conferred the title ‘Sangita Kalanidhi 2024’. ]

e Event: 98th Conference and Concerts — Sadas of The Music Academy, Chennai.

® Recognition: Honored for attracting younger audiences to| Carnatic music.

7. Khel Ratna Awards:

JUNIOR AGE

In News: ‘y



A&
“ Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award 2024 — Recipients:
—
| Manu Bhakerl— Double Olympic medallist shooter. -

c/ D. Gukesh|- World Chess Champion.

A | Harmanpreet Sin ECaptain, Indian Men’s Hockey Team.
¢ Praveen Kumar |- Paralympic Gold Medallist. -

Z z

\

MD\( q/ ﬂ(ﬂ

Usually Khel Ratna conferred upon‘oTy one sportspersonin a y@ a few exceptions|have been made
(1993-1994, 2002, 2009, 2012, 2016-2021 and 2024) when multiple recipients were awarded in a year.

Other Awards:

‘/ Arjuna Award 2024: 32 athletes selected, including 16 Paralympians.
¥ Dronacharya Award (Coaching Excellence): Recipients — Deepali Deshpande, Sandeep Sangwan,

Subhash Rana.
'/ Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Trophy: ez
ﬁWinner: Chandigarh University (Best University).

&

Runners-up: Lovely Professional University and Guru Nanak Dev University.

_/. New Counties

PAKISTANI- / .

ADMINISTERED ©, ¥ AKSAI CHIN
KASHMIR ' o (CHINESE-AD; {INISTERED)
. . h f \

CLASHIN . &
AKISTAN GALWAN VALLEY &&

Menenn

KASHMIR
JAMMU AND NN
KASHMIR 0
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In News: "s @
China’ : i i '3 '
c} ina’s Move Decla.rej:l formation of two new counties anf Hekang County
Hotan prefecture, Xinjiang, which includes parts of Aksai .

A India’s Stand: Considers Aksai Chin as its territory, iliegally occupied by China.
Diplomatic Response: India lodged a “solemn protest” with China through diplomatic channels.
/ Reaffirmation: India reiterated its sovereignty over the area.

1. Aksai Chin Dispute (Ladakh)

Location: Northern part ofgd_akh, northwestern India.

e India’s Claim: Part of Jammu & Kashmir (now split into Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and
&7 Ladakh).
® Chinese Control: Under China’s control since theﬁz Sino-Indian WaQChina considers it part of its
%(injiang region. o

¥ Strategic Importance: Provides China a land link between Tibet and Xinjiang.

e Dispute Origin:
,// o Boundaries between British India and China were|not clearly demarcated|in the early 20th

century. <
Z McMahon Line| recognized by India, does not extend into Aksai Chin, leading to conflicting

claims.

j AppointmentDGCA Chief
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In News:

. ﬁ;ﬁhmed KidwmlAS, 1996 batch, MP cadre) appointed Director-General of DGCA, replacing
Vikram Dev Dutt.
} Tasked with addressing airline—pilot disputes over new 2024 rules: weekly rest increased from 36 to

p—

48 hours and night flying restrictions to tackle pilot fatigueJ

———

<

10. Indus Valley Civilization

<>T WORLD HISTORY
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In News:
2 @

Announcement: Tamil Nadu,CM M.K. Stalin|declared a\$1 -million prlze for experts or organization53§
that can successfully decipher the Indus Vallex C|V|I|zat|orEcr|pts|’{.__.>

e, Occasion: Made during an event in Chennai marking the centenary of the Indus Valley Civilization’s

discovery by Sir John Marshall.
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Key Features of the Indus Valley Civilization
————————————

/ Urban Planning: Cities like Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro had T grid Iayout,!advancedﬁainage systemﬂ
anf’pﬁm =z

[ Z
Architecture: Standardizedl baked bricksluniformlweights and measures]aided construction and
/ trade. z

J Econom\( Agriculture- basg(wheat barley,

7 (Mesopotamgnd other regions. __—y (Trag)
‘cj/ Craftsmanship: Skilled artisans produceé jewelry, pottery, and steatite seals_’@

/ & Writing System: Script remains\undeciphered] inscriptions mainly found on seals. <
r//o ReligionyPolytheistic beliefd with fertility symbols and possible|proto-Shiva worshﬂj

4
Archaeological Sites: Some of the prominent archaeological sites include

Harappa - Punjab (Pakistan) ' ‘: "@
Mohenjo - Daro - Sindh (Pakistan)

Dholavira - Gujarat, India ]

; evidence of ﬁg-distance tra@with

Lothal - Gujarat, India

Rakhigarhi - Haryana, India
Kot Diji - Sindh (Pakistan)

(IGIlBanga - Rajasthan, Indi?

Alamgirpur - U.P., India~”

°
°
[ ]
[ ]
e Chandraketugarh - West Bengal, India
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]

Nageshwar - Gujarat, India

<
11.[Cowpea seeds |

In News:

10
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Cowpea seeddsent into orbit by an ISRO mission have successfully germinated and produced their
first leaves.
CEEE————
The achievement was made through VSSC’s CROPS (Compact Research Module for Orbital Plant
Studies) aboard theg PSLV-C60 POEM-4 mission.| <

e/ It originated and domesticated inisouthern Africa\and was later translocated to eastern and western
Africa and Asia. '

AN

It is also known as black-eyed pea, southern pea, etc. Jv ¥

In the Indian context, it is a minor pulse grown mainly in thé arid and semi-arid region§ of Punjab,

Ne S

Haryana, Delhi, and West UP, along with significant areas in Rajasthan, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamilnadu,
Maharashtra, and Gujarat.

12. Bharatpol portal

¢

o,

INDIA TODAY MAGAZINE INSIGHTS

BHARATPOL

INDIA’S NEW GLOBAL
CRIME-FIGHTING PORTAL

In News:
[ 4

V4 Launch: Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the|Bharatpol portﬂ'
¥ 4 Purpose: To provide Indian police and security ag
trackind—infternational crimina@w
& Developer: Central Bureau of Investigati

orfCies with seamless connectivity to Interpol for

11
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%. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

({;
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2.

8

18" >
PIIA\'A'SI BIIAHA'I'IYA DIVAS /

In News:

“//o Event: 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) being held in Odisha.

e Participation: Over 3,000 delegates from 70 countries attending.
/ Duration: Three-day event.
7

V/Q ThemeEDiaspora’s contribution to a Viksit Bharat”J 4

Key Personalities and Guests — 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

4
(/} Inauguration: Prime Ministe¢Narendra Modi )o inaugurate the event on its second day
[ )

5 Chief Guest:"C—hristine Carla Kanga@ President of Trinidad and Tobago, to address the convention
“ virtually.

Guest of Honor (Youth PBD - Jan 8){Dr. Dev Pragad)CEO and co-owner of Newsweek.
> Sessions: Union Ministers will chair p‘lenary sessions; eminent Indians will moderate the discussions
v

7| ZT NP cc,f/-)%\ g Crre ) @
[ j | GEAPP —@Q [_; =

Rt
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In News:
‘/ Launch: India’s first commercial utility-scalel Battery Energy Storage Systeﬂ(BESS) to go live
by March 2025.

Location: BSES Rajdhani Power sub-station, Kilokri village, South Delhi.
e Funding: Primarily supported by the Global Energy Alliance for People and PIanet!(GEAPP).s

Global Energy Alliance for People and PIanet = _» Z

>4
S~ About: GEAPP is an alliance of philanthropy, governments, technology, policy, and financing
_—— =

—

partners.

_}5. MoFarah

In News:

e, Appointment: Mo Farah named International Event Ambassadclior the 20th Tata Mumbai
Marathon.

About Mo Farah: Somalia-born British athlete; winner of 10 global championship gold medals,
including|four Olympic golds (lj,OOOm & 10,000m).

VEvent: Marathon to be flagged off at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus.
/

13
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In News — Z-Morh Tunnel

{KANGAN

7_Morh tunnelL 1 Srinagar-Leh
Highway
6.5 KM ' l@

@BNMAR@.

— Existing Road TR
Ganderbal @
Zoji La Pass :

¥ MINAMARG )
{ Existing Road = A
[Sl‘l ﬂ : {Zojila tunnell
/ .
[BALTAL 1415 KM

% Inauguration: Prime Minister‘mrendra Mocﬂo inaugurate the Z-Morh Tunnel on January 13.
/ Purpose: Part of a year-round strategic corridor connecting Kashmir and Ladakh.

Location & Strategic Importance:

e Sjtuated in Ganderbal district, Jammu & Kashmir.
e Ensures all-weather access to the tourist destination Sonamarg.
e Prevents disruptions from snowfall and avalanches during winter.

=

#17%106 h A d (‘\/ ¢ ‘b‘a— 72

] t t , v = '
B T MCg= flsonsh
In News: CJJ'_ > 5/ g

) Case: Supreme Court dismissed petitions (filed in 2023) challenging provisions of the Women'S
‘_—-h—/
Reservation Law.

(>
e Law’s Provision: Mandateg 33% reservatﬂ for women in the/Lok Sabha) State Legislatures, anﬂ
Delhi Legislative Assembly. <  —
4
om Birla
14 —

ey
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e Reason for Dismissal: Petitions deemed infructuous as the Women’s Reservation Bill was already
fyenacted under the Constitution (106th Amendment) Act in September 2023.

8| NBWL|

MR L ok - .ﬂ @ ik L 3
In News: @) &n ; . H

= o 0
v “‘o/ Approval: The Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) clearedl Vedanta f

Group’s Cairn Oil and Gas proposal for oil and gas exploration.
2 Location: Near]ﬁ)ollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuarb Jz)rhat district
_Z gecommendafion: Clearance supported by Assam’s Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)

nd Chief Wildlife Warden, citingﬁational intere@’

Basics: ez
The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) Is alstatutory bo&y n Indig/that advises the government on wildlife
conservation and protection efforts under the|Wildlife Protection Act, 1975)

» Z
Composition:
¢ @
/' Prime Minister:)Chairperson.
e Union Environment Minister: Vice-Chairperson.
Ex-Officio Members: Includes senior officials from government ministries, states, and union
territories.

15
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¥ Smantra —
E\Ion-Ofﬁaal Memb@ Includes wildlife experts, ecologists, environmentalists, and representatives
rom NGOs.

2
19. Integrated @uided Missile]Development Program TGMDP

IGMDP
' ' ' !
PRITHVI AKASH NAG TRISHUL AGNI
Surface-to-Surface| Medium-Range 3rd Generation Short Range Low RMATeciate
Short Range Surface-to-Air 'Fire and Forget' Lovel Range
Ballistic Mi g'l Missile Anti-tank Mi g'l Surface-to-Air urface-to-Surface
istic Missile nti-tank Missile Missile Missile
In News:
d =z

e Developer: Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
S Weaponmﬁ indigenously developed, third-generation@e-and-forget anti-tank guid@
missile. ﬁc& 4
e Trials: Recently conducted at Pokhran Field Range. <
e Result: Successfully destroyed all targets with precision at both maximum and minimum ranges.

e Status: Ready for induction into the India

L 4
The 5 missiles {P-A-T-N-A) developed under this program are: O
&

4
Prithvi: Short range surface to surface ballistic missile.
# aIIistic missiles with different ranges, i.e. Agni (1,2,3,4,5)
Trishul: Short range low level surface to air missite:
Z Nag: 3rd generation anti-tank missile.
” Akash: Medium range surface to air

16
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20.[SpaDex {PIB & TH)

The SPADEX
Mission Consists
of Two Small

Snacecraft

Names :

SPADEX-A (SDX01) and SPADEX-B (SDX02) ',

Mass :
Approximately 220kg

Design :
Built on an extended Microsat Bus

Capabilities :

Androgynous in nature, allowing eit!
spacecraft to act as the cha I
docking.

In News:

ISRO_Achievement: Successfully conducted a satellite docking experiment on Thursday.

&
Global Ranking: India became thq fourth countrﬂco achieve this milestone, after the U.S., Russia, and
China. v

°yo Satellites Involved: SDX01 (Chﬂser) and SDX02 (Target).

5. Launch Details: Both satellites were launched by PSLV C60 bn December 30.

94

Post-Docking Control: ISRO operated the two docked satellites as a single object.

Key Information:

Future Readiness: The docking experiment showcases ISRO’s preparation for upcoming projects,
especially the|Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BASi }Ianned for later this decade.
Technological Significance: Docking technology supports cost-effective and modular space

exploration, aligning with global trends.
Leadership: Unde

new chairman V. Narayanan, Isais focusing on a coherent vision, particularly for
BAS.

Need for Clarity: BAS’s specific role and utility should be clearly defined to match global space
exploration goals.

| A\ N
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A1 Bharat Ranbhoonﬂ)arshan app &z

.—

WASIDESTV. . e

o Bharal o

% \“R.;zhﬁ = .. }E‘
~ Darshan '\‘1‘19'&1nnbncoml ‘_
. @ N Darshan !

‘ -7

L <

SRR

B SEENS
ITS BATTLEFIELDS
OR TOURISM

In News LMo Teahlj
v M
‘y App Launch: Bharat Ranbhoomi Darshan app introduced to Iet‘civilians visit battlefie@oca i h&;

along India’s borders.

Launch Date & Occasion: Released on January 15 by Defence Minister| Rajnath Singhl during Army
Day celebrations.

&
‘% Historic Sites Covered: Battlefields from the 1962, 1971, and 1999 (Kargil) wars.
2

Special Access: Includes Siachen Base Camp and the Galwan clash site (2020) for tourists.

~ e ———

‘}2. Bharat Mobility Global Expo 2025 (PIB)

In News:

18
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4
<

‘0// Vision: Highlighted[Asia and India ps the future of mobility.

\\

Event: Bhara M lobal Expo 2025 held in|New Delhi, Inda)
PM’s Message: Narendra Modi stressed fMake in India, Make for the World] for the automobile
industry.

Key Government Initiatives:

‘ V;u Infrastructure Spending: %11 lakh crore allocated in the previous budget.

[ ]
VJ?} rCTean MobilityJInitiatives for electric mobility, hydrogen fuel, and biofuels under the National

* - Electric Mobility Mission and Green Hydrogen Mission.
\Vattery Storage Incentives: 318,000 crore in ﬁrqduction-linked incentive's (ngor advanced

chemistry cell battery storage. . ",n WQ
22 pble Lv Make 1 7

6 %0

/3. Locations in Indian Obea

Figure 5. Choke Points in the Indian Ocean

(N

PAKISTAN
/,;“ TRAIT OF HORMUZ
4B BANGLADESH l

OMAN : MYANMAR

L J
SUDAN MEN THAILAND! '
\'\\ STRAIT OF BAB-EL-MANDEB SN
/ y ’, 'l“?

SIVIALIA Q. ™ ASIA
STRAIT OF MALACCA k&_‘x

S — '( 4
‘ . - S
INDONESIA ;

TANZANIA M
i

110ZAMBIQUE CHANNEL

MOZAMBIQUE] 5 AUSTRALIA
MADAGRSCARE

-

In News:
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& Threat Areas: Rising security threats in the Gulf of Aden, Red Sea, and waters near East African

nations. -

‘/ Economic Link: India’s prosperity depends on maritime security, including protecting territorial
waters, ensuring freedom of navigation, and keeping maritime highways safe.
/‘ Recognition: 2024 marked as the|‘Year of Naval Civilians’ jto honor their vital support for Navy

operations.
Key Connectors:
V4 _ ,
ro Suez Canal = Mediterranean Sea + Read Sea
e Bab al Mandab Strait = Red sea + Gulf of Aden

e Strait of Hormuz = Persian Gulf + Gulf of Oman

e Strait of Malacca = Andaman sea + South China Sea ¥
e Sunda Strait = Jawav + Sumatra

e Lombok Strait = Indian Ocean + Bali sea N U’) 6

\

£24[Indus Water Treaty

Mozambique Channel = Indian Ocean + Southern Atlantic Ocean. _J

"4

' The Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)

B The distribution of waters of the B \Was signed on Sept 19, 1960, B Partition of India cut across the N
Indus and its tributaries between between India, Pakistan and a rep- Indus river basin, which has the
India and Pakistan is governed by resentative of World Bank after Indus river, plus five of its main =]
the Indus Water Treaty (IWT). eight years of negotiations. tributaries. S
(V/
Western rivers Eastern rivers ?I C e
Chenab, Jhelum, Indus ' Sutlej, Beas, Ravi |
= L Indus j_' = — o B\‘\h
India’s rights over these rivers: India’s rights over Nb =
Limited — can set up certain irriga- : these rivers: All
“~ tion, run-ofthe-river power plants, Kishenganga/Neelum exclusive rights
very limited storage, domestic and - lie with India.

non-consumptive use, all subject A X
to conditions A el
*-) Jhelum 18K

) PAKIST¢

SQ&\

®(Once every five years, conducts a general inspection of
all rivers in parts. Total inspection tours so far: Over 100
s — Z ®Regularly meets once a year. Total meetings thus far,
4 Baglihar dam on Chenah ‘ ; including those for taking up Pak objections: Over 100 ;

Indus Waters Commission a success story h .B

In News:

‘//o appointed as the Neutral Expert

® (NE) under the Indus Water Treaty (IWT), decided that he is competent to address the differences
Z”  between India and Pakistan regarding the design of hydroelectric projects on Indus Treaty rivers.

20
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.%. National Investigation Agency

EXPLOSIONS OUTSIDE CHANDIGARH
CLUBS IN SUSPECTED EXTORTION ATTEMPT

S == TR N
i _ A 2thc - e

Vs
¥

L

In News:
\//The NIA raided multiple locations linked to the banned Babbar Khalsa International in connection with the
‘ Chandigarh grenade attack case. ]

National Investigation Agency (NIA):
= VR

Establishment: Formed under the NIA Act, 2008 after the|26/11 Mumbai attacks
——— &
Type: Central counter-terrorism law enforcement agency.

; ead
2 Zonal Office ‘®‘ an
\l ¥
° Mar;dats:\:::istlgates offc.ences aﬂjectmg‘. | N 'DL-S p
gnty, security, and integrity of India. “E’ —
Friendly relations with foreign states.

o Other offences specified in the Schedule to the NIA Act, 2008. &=

(%‘Anuja at OSCARs 2025 |

ANUJA

AcapeEmy Awarp” NoMINEE

Best Live Action Suort FiLm

In News:

21
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‘/’The short fiIn{ Anuja, pet in New Delhi, has beeﬁ nominated }1 thg Live Action Short Filmscategory at the

97th)Academy Awards. ﬂ"

Anuja’s Oscar Nomination:

E,//Nomination: Anuja, a short film set in New Delhi, nominated in the Live Action Short Film category at
J the 97th Academy Awards.
< c}/Directors: Adam J. Graves and Suchitra Mattai.
o Competition: Competing against films such as A Lien and The Last Ranger. Z)
:/ Storyline: Follows Anuja, a gifted nine-year-old girl, who must choose between pursuing education orj
|l working in a factory with her sister — a decision shaping their futures. -
\

27. NITI Fiscal Health Index

HOW STATES FARE

Fiscal Health Index Score (out 0f100)
TOP5 A&

1 Odisha | 61.8
2 C(hhattisgarh : 55.2 NN
3 Goa - 53.6 I
4 Jharkhand . 51.6 I
5 Gujarat - 50.5 N
BOTTOM 5 W

18 Punjab 107 m

17 AndhraPradesh: 20.9 mE

16 WestBengal @ 21.8 Il

15 Kerala . 25.4 N

14 Haryana 2.4 N

: Source: NITI Aayog @
In News:
/ — Fiscal Health Index (FHI) 2025: \MA‘;‘)

v/
7 Uv. Ao v
y p Performers:}Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Goa, and Jharkhand.
l;o/ orst Performersv Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, and Keralg were Classified as

=

7 | “aspirational” states due to significant fiscal challenges. 4 TaU\
Fiscal Health Index (FHI) 2025 — Overview: / é_g:"
° ﬂScope: Ranked 18 major States in India based on: - P"Mr‘
q/‘GDP contribution | < —> i J@'/\— e ' ' -

Public expenditure

O
o| Revenues
o\ Fiscal stability

S
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e Coverage Period: Fiscal year 2022-23.
—

Fiscal Health and Performance:

e Top Achievers: Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, and others — noted for:
o High capital outlays (up to 4% of GSDP)
o Strong non-tax revenue mobilisation
o Low interest payments (up to 7% of revenue receipts)

e Front-Runners: Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, and Karnataka —

recognised for:
o High developmental expenditure
o Steady tax revenue growth
o Improved debt sustainability (debt-to-GSDP ratio of 24%)
/ Performers: Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Rajasthan, and Haryana. @

c/‘/Data Source: Information compiled from the Comptroller and Auditor Gener

i —

n s (@ =00
3

s o

o

Pt

In News:

+/The Defence Research and Development Organisatigh (DRDO) Will feature Pralay, an indigenous short-range
—
———
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[quasi-ballistic missile] in the Republic Day parade in New Delhi. Designed for use by the(Army and Air Force
'Pralay iilndia’s first ballistic missile intended for conventional strikes]

oot )
Key Features of Pralay:

e Range: 400 kilometers.
Adds to the existing missile systems like BrahMos and Parahar, providing India with options for

stand-off missile strikes across the border.
Designed for deployment along thq Line of Control (LoC) and the Line of Actual Control(LAC)

[t 02

nt of Pralay missiles (range: 400 km) and Nirbhay

o
ﬁfence Acquisition Council (DAC) Approval:

=
e In 2023, the|DAC

long-range subsonic cruise missiles (range: 1,000 km).
e A few hundred missiles were approved for procurement, enhancing India's long-range conventional

the procure

strike capability.

‘/9. 26th January (Republic Day)

Lﬁ’ Bags the Best State Tableaux
~ward of Republic Day Parade 2025

,?"’ y 1\ ( A\ N L
n” 4 f‘ 7. ‘F' ln'.l' 1 n‘u""» L.t

r.ﬁ +919829 213 213 @nnps-//utwsn.mm/ support@utkarsh.com

LI

In News:
Celebration Highlights:

r [ e Focus: 75 years of the Constitution’s enactment and Jan Bhagidari (people’s participation).

y Theme: ‘ ‘Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas ’(Golden India: Heritage and DevelopmentJ z
/ Led by: President Droupadi Murmu.= -

/' ‘// Chief Guesf: Indonesian!President’Prabowo Subianto.
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Cultural and Historical Highlights:

e Tableaux marking:
o 150 years of tribal activist Birsa Munda.
o 75 years of the Constitution, highlighting Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
e Performance: 300 cultural artists presented “Sare Jahan Se Achha” using traditional instruments such
as shehnai, nadaswaram, been, and ransingha.

Military Display:

/- Parade led by| Lieutenant-General Bhavnish Kumar)General Officer Commanding, Delhi Area.

o Participation from regiments including:
o Brigade of the Guards
Jat Regiment
Garhwal Rifles
Mahar Regiment
Jammu and Kashmir Rifles Regiment

o O O O

o Corps of Signals w
Tri-services tableau) First-ever display of jointness and integration, themed “Shashakt aur Surakshit
4 Bharat”.

Best Marching Contingents:

@ &K Rifles Reglment\— Best marching contingent among the three services.
/ Central Armed Police & AuX|I|ary ForcesifDeIhl Police|— Best marchlng contingent.

Best Tableaux (States/UTs):

1st Place] Uttar Prade&]— Maha Kumbh tableau, theme “Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas”.
e 2nd Place: Tripura — Theme “Eternal Reverence: the Worship of 14 Deities in Tripura — Kharchi
Puja”.
e 3rd Place: Andhra Pradesh — Theme “Etikoppaka Bommalu — Eco-friendly Wooden Toys”.

Best Tableau (Central Ministries/Departments):

VyWinner: Ministry of Tribal Affairs — Theme ﬁ’!anjatiya Gaurav Varsh?.
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_30. Uniform Civil Code (UCC) - k.26 o S‘J
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In News:
Uttarakhand — Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Implementation:

2 Firstin India: Uttarakhand became the first state to implement the UCC after Independence.
e Applicability: Applies to all residents except:
o |Scheduled Tribes
o Natives who have migrated out of the state
./}» Banned Practices: Prohibits h‘yala, ic‘lgat, and 't}aq from Muslim Personal Law. Q’“é)
/ Women'’s Rights: Grants equal property and inheritance rights to women. % .
e Registration Requirement:@iandate§on|ine registration of marriages, divorces, and live-in
relationships via the governm ucc.uk.gov.in.

Deadlines for Registrations (Uttarakhand UCC):

® Marriages since March 26, 2010: Must be registered within 6 months.

e Marriages post-UCC implementation: Must be registered within 60 days. =

T monthlbf UCC implementation.

4 Live-in relationships (past or present): Must be registered withi
& Emergency Registrations: !Zatkal facilitylavailable with a nominal fee.

Live-in Relationship Provisions:

=

VEither partner can end the relationship online or offline.

>
% If only one partner applies, confirmation from the other is required. =
/o Pregnancy Clause| Government must be notified with'EfO days'))f childbirth if pregnancy occurs
7 during the live-in relationship. =

e__Housing Rights: Landlords cannot deny housing to registered live-in couples.
y — —_—

Uniform Civil Code (UCC) — Overview:

(/0 Definition: A single set of laws governiné personal matters§— marriage, divorce, adoption,

. . egel
inheritance, and succession — for all citizens. | ..

—_— |
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o Constitutional Reference: Mentioned in Article 44 of the Indian Constitution as a Directive Principle
of State Policy.

A Nature: Not legally enforceable; serves as alguiding principlé for the state.

}«1. PM Surya Ghar — Muft Bijli Yojana:

@

@

PM Surya Ghar

Reduced electricity costs
govern A

@ Increased use of renewable energy.

+¥ S
S ~g~* P L
@ Reduced carbon emlssinns.ll b MG D N J‘é g P TP

In News:

& The union cabinet approved the Rs 75,000 crore PM Surya Ghar—Muft Bijli Yojana to benefit 1
crore families in February 2024. =

re fam & _
f/,‘ Ministry of New and Renewable En@// : @Db’ 7—)

ﬁ
‘7/ Implementing Agency : National level (NPIA) and State level (SIAs

Two Models for Solar Installation:

" S RESCO (Renewable Energy Service Company) Model:
o (fhird-party investo@install rooftop solar systems. “
\

o Consumers pay only for the electricity used, with no upfront cost
o Surplus power can beEold to DISCOMs. =
e Utility Led Aggregation (ULA) Model:

4

,,O/ DISCOMs or state-designated agencies set up rooftop solar systems for residential homes.
= /

—

Subsidy Details:

e Capacity Cap: Subsidy available for a maximum of 3 kW.
e Subsidy Amounts: —

"4
o 30,000 for 1 kW systems

o ¥60,000 for 2 kW systems & J

o 78,000 for 3 kW or higher systems
= &z 4
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32LWorld Busiest Airport Reporﬂ

The World's Busiest International Airports in 2024
Total passenger numbers

Dubai

London Heathrow

Seoul Incheon

Singapore

Amsterdam

Paris

Istanbul

Frankfurt

Hong Kong
Doha

Sodrce: Airports Council International, Bloomberg Bloomberg

In News?

World'i Busiest }-\irports (2024):
e, | Dubai International Airpora 1@
r/ L

o Recorded 92.3 million passengers.

o Ranked world’s busiest for international travel.
e Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport (ATL):

o Second place with 4.6 million seats. \S

e Tokyo International Airport (HND):
o Third place with 4.2 million seats.

z

~rDelhi Airport (DEL) recorded the largest capacity growth in February 2025 compared to February 2024,

with seats rising 3.4% to 3.6 million. [Z4

‘//It climbed to(eighth place globally\— up one position from January 2025 and up two positions from
February 2024. |

-End-
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